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West Side Elementary School
196 Westgate Drive

Johnstown, PA J 5905
Telephone: 814-533-5540; Fax: 814-533-5592

Robert J. Beatty, Principal Raymond A. Arcurio, Assistant Principal

October 10,2008

Dear West side Elementary school Parent or Guardian,

We are happy to inform you that West Side Elementary School is making progress according to the Pennsylvania Department of Education
and made AyP on the 2001·2008 PSSA. Our overall reading scores increased from 54_7% to 61% and our overall math scores increased
from 61% to 66.7%. This information is represented on the attached chart on page 2. West Side was placed in School Improvement I
because one of the sub groups did not make AYP on the 2006·2007 PSSA. However, a total of 20 of the 21 targets were met.

Making progress in School Improvement 1 status requires West Side Elementary 10 (1) continue to follow our state approved improvement
plan; (2) notify parents/guardians of West Side students that OUT school is Making Progress in School Improvement I; (3) review the Title I
requirements for schools in School Improvement I and (4) offer parents ofWe.st Side Elementary students a choice to request a transfer of
their child to a sehoollhat is not in School Improvement.

Please know thal the still at West Sidc School has made great strides to ensure your child's academic. success and are very proud of our
students' accomplishments. However. since West Side Elementary is still in School Improvement J although making AYP OD the 2007.08
PSSA, we are required to offer you an opportunity to tran ..sfer to East Side Elementary School. which currently is inwarning because they
also had a sub group that did not make AyP on the 2007·2008 PSSA. However, they made 20 of thelr 21 targets on the 2007-2008 PSSA.

Transportation win bc provided by the school district for as long 8S West Side Elementary School remains in Tille I School Improvement,
(West Side Elementary School must make AYl' for two consecutive years to no longer be a School Improvement schocl.)

Tfyou would like to request that your child be transferred to Ea.st Side Elementary School, please complete the "Request for School Transfer"
form enclosed for each child and return the form to Robert Beatty, principal of West Side Elementary School, located at 196Westgate Drive
by October 24, 2008. The district will process the request and respond by November 21, :2:008 in writing. If you do not complete this form
and rctw:n it by October 24,2008, we will assume that your child will remain at West Side Elementary School.

Puent or guudian s~ppon is essential for your child's success at West Side Elementary School. Ccrnmunicating with your child's teachers, 1 •
making sure your child attends school regularly, helping your child with homework, monitoring your child's television time, volunteering in
the classroom, and participating in school decision-making arc: important.

The district-wide and building parent involvement policies have been updated for the 2008--09school year. A copy of the policies can be
found in the Parent Handbook - Title I Supplement distributed 10 you by WestSide Elementary School. Additional copies can be obtained
from your child's school, The information will soon be available on the district's website www.gjsd.net. West Side. Elementary School had
its annual parent meeting to revise our school parent involvement policies and parentcompacts and to review parent rights under Title I in
M.lI.y2008.

The many successes at West Side Elementary School cannot be measured in one test and we appreciate your continued support. At West
Side Elementary School, we have initiated a school improvement plan for student performance that utilizes a data driven dcciaion malcing
model. "Through our partnership with John Hopkins University, teachers at We.'>tSide in grades three, four, and five will administer the
quarterly 4.Sight Assessment test, This test of reading and math skills is flJigncdwith the Pennsylvania Academic Standards and <lctsas a
predictor of student performance on the PSSA. By using the diagnostic tool, our teachers will be able to focus their instruction to meeting the
educaeional needs of all Out students at West Side Elementary School. Weare also involved in the implemcntfltion of an inclusion model that
win "hi: used in conjunction with our SFA Reading program. StudcnL<;will receive on-level reading program instruction with their peers who
are performing at similar levels.

Our students are doing well, bur there is aiWB)'ll mom for improvement. That is our challenge, our goal, and our commitment. Please
continue eo work with us to make sure that we achieve SUC1;CSS for every student.

l{esl Side Elementary School
196 Westgate Drive

Johnstown, PA I5905

Robert J. Bear+), P ncipdl Rayuond A. Arcuio, Assistant Principal
Telephone: 814-533-5540; Fax: 814-533 5592

Ocbbcr 10,200E

Ddr West sid. Elmdt ry Sch@l Psrent or Gu,rdia!.

We dc h6ppy to ilfom you that West Side Elemedary School is saldrg pEgres-s accorains !o tLle Peo$ylvario DcpotDqt ofEducation
ed tuad. AYP o! tlrc 2007-2ooE PSSA. our owenl readng scoes incre$cd Fom 54 7% lo 6l% lnd our ovcnlt Elarh sorcs hc!.as!d
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Mald!8 progrcss itr School ItDproveddt I 3t!br3 Rquirs west side El€nert ry Io (l) @nrinuc ro follow oqr srate approved ihprcvellcdr
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the cl8sr@4 atrd parlicipahng tu school d@ilion-qraking m Ilnportant.
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founil ib the PaMt Hardbaok - TiOe I Supplelnent dkributed to you by wan Side Elemcnury S6bool. AddirioEl copi€s czn be obraired
Eom your child's school- Thc infotuation viu soor be availsble or thc dlrricfs websioe se1,,.qisd.nd. W€r Sidc ELhchl,ry schoot had
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coDtinoc to nork wittr u! to Eakc sur. r!!t w achjeve su66 for cvery sod@r
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Rob6t J. B@tty U

Wcat Sidc School Principal
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Greater Johnstown School District
Request for School Transfer Form

West Side Elementary School

2008-2009 School Year

Child's N arne; -----------------------------
Grade: ----------------------c-----------------

Date of Birth: _

I, ;------ , request that my child
(Parent/Guardian Name - Please print)

named above be transferred to the East Side Elementary School.

(Parent/Guardian Signature) (Date)

• Form must be completed by October 241 2008 and returnedto:

West Side Elementary School
Mr. Beatty
196 Westgate Drive
Johnstown, PA 15905

Greater Job.nstown School District
Request for School Transfer Form

West Side Elementary School

2008-2009 School Year

Child's Name:

Grade:

Date of Birth:

I, request that my child
(Parent/Guardian Name - Please print)

named above be transforrcd to the East Side Elementarv School.

(Parent/Guardian Si guature) (Date)

. Form must be completed by October 24,20O8 and retumed to:

West Side Elementary School
Mr- Beatfy
196 Westgate Drive
Johnstown, PA 15905


