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West Side Elementary School
196 Westgate Drive
Johnstown, PA 15905
Telephone: 814-533-5540; Fax: 814-533-5592
Robert J. Beatty, Principal Raymond A. Arcurio, Assistant Principal

Oclcber 10, 2008

Dear West Side Elcmentary School Parent or Guardian,

We are happy to inform you that West Side Elementary School is making progress according to the Pennsylvanis Deparonent of Education
and made AYP on the 2007-2008 PS5A. Our overall reading scores increased from 54.7% to 61% and our overall math scores increased
from 61% to 66.7%. This information is represented on the attached chart on page 2. West Sidc was placed in School lmprovement 1
because one of the sub groups did not maks AYP on the 2006-2007 FSSA. However, a total of 20 of the 2] targets were met,

Making progress in School Iinprovement 1 stats requires West Side Elementary to (1) continue to follow our state approved improvement
plan; (2) notify parents/guardians of West Side students that our school is Making Progress in School Improvement [ (3) review the Title I
requirements for schools in School Improvement I and (4) offer parents of West Side Elemeatary students a choice to request a transfer of

their child to a school that ie not in School Improvement,

Please Jmow that the staff at West Side School has made great strides to ensure your child's academic success and are very proud of our
students’ accomplishments. However; since West Side Elemeritéry is still in School Lmiprovement J although maldog AYP on the 2007-08
PSSa, we are required to offer you an opportunity to transfer to East Side Elementary School, which currently is in warning becsuse they
also had a sub group that did not make AYP on the 2007-2008 PSSA. Howcver, they wade 20 of their 21 tarpets on the 2007-2008 PSSA.

Transportation will be provided by the school district for as long as West Side Elementary School remains in Title 1 $chool Improvement.
(West Side Elementary School must make AYP for two cansecutive years to no longer be a School Iinprovement school )

1f you would like to request that your child be raasferred to East Side Elementary School, please complete the “Request for Schaol Transfer”
form enclosed for cach child and return the form to Robert Bealty, principal of West Side Elcmcn(ury School, located at 196 Westgate Drive
by October 24, 2008. The district will process the request and respond by Novemiber 2], 2008 in writing. If you do not complete this form
and return it by October 24, 2008, we will assume that your child will remain at West Side Blementary School.

Porent or guardian support is essential for your child’s success at West Side Elementary School. Communicating with your child's teachers,
making sure your child attends school regularly, helping your child with hamework, monitoring your child’s television time, voluateering in
the classroom, and participating iz school decision-making are important,

The district-wide and building parent involvement policies have been updated for the 2008-09 school yoar, A copy of the policies can be
found in the Parent Handbook — Title I Supplement distributed to you by West Side Elementary School. Additional copies can be obtained
from your child’s school. The information will soon be available on the district’s website www.gisd.net. West Side Elementary School had
its ennual parent moeting (o revise our school parent involvement policies and parent'compacts and to review parent right2 under Title I in
May 2008.

"The many successes at West Side Elcmentary School cannot be meagured in one test and we appreciate your continued support. At West
Side Elemcntary School, we have initated a schoo] improvement plan for student performance that utilizes a data driven decision making
modcl. Through our partnership with John Hopkins University, teachers at West Side in grades three, four, and five will administer the
quarterly 4-Sight Assessment test. This test of reading and math skills is aligned with the Pennsylvania Academie Standards and acts as a
predictor of student performance on the PSSA. By using the diagnosti¢ tool, our teachers will be able to focus their instruction to meeting the
educational peedy of all cur students at West Side Elementary School. We are also involved in the implementation of an inclusion model] that
will be used in conjunction with our SFA Reading program. Studcnts will receive on-level reading program instruction with their peers who
are performing at similar levels.

Ous students are doing well, but there is always oom for improvement. That is our challenge, our goal, and our commitment. Please
continuc to work with us to make sur¢ that we achieve success for every student. :

Sinmely@ M & @

Robert 1. Beatty
West Side Schaool Principal :




Pace 2

CHE  GuUk  pew  Fruieey sy Oy

& [ ﬁéam. Batthalor - QUORK s ﬂ?sm, poﬁo;u.;

of nmnm vaaﬂsz Hﬁnmﬂm _..._3. um amn _.ﬁs_u no:mqm_..nm Intervals, mm“m Im:uos H:m vm::mﬁamam vm%oﬂam:om
Index {(PP1}, or through tha Appeals process.

) and Pennsylvania Redformance Index [B{]] are used in AYP dedslons.

ARend more about how the

[7) Show last years (2007) performance (v}

O show 2011 state targets (i)
{The state targetx for this yanr through 20L0 wil mmaln the same, Tha state targpets vill incresse fn 20L1L.)

[¥] Show Safe Harbor* target {|) where applicabla

Sz West Side

Reading Math
Percant Profichant in Reading*® Percent Proficlont In Math**
peisof: B ek o] e
dent G Percant Stale Target Percant State Targad
Studenmt Gro . % ;
ur Proficient © §3100% srofigent 0% __ 95 100%
wa:_n:.a os..ﬂ__ w1 60.06% |% v B6.7% |8
z.ﬂnn\mz::ni ’ — —_
White v 3 go% v 72.2%
Black v E.q_s_ v 61 u#
rma:o\I_-uuln . - - - —
a_wawvun“ﬁn F_..:._af - - - —
Amarkcan h:m_u:\_zu"_f r_um_nm_._ - - - —_
- . " m oars - . - - L - - -
Zc_n_.qun_m_.‘.awr:_n - - . - -—
. L .. o .. . 1 v -
1EP- musE_E=9¢o= S 32.8% u@ LI VR U 2
m.._umm_._ _..-_..n_.umn. _.ou_.hm_.u - — - —-
Economically D.an—cw__._«nuﬂn_ VviEH 54,745 v 5.4

NOTE : Bar may pot reach tampet ling, but miy atill maet AYP either vith a confidance interval, by Safe Harbor, by
the Pennsylvania Pedformanca Index (FPPL), ar by Appeals.

r The mw? w._-&o._.mm.r.u.ﬁﬁmﬁ is mat whan there ._m.. ot laast a S.ua _..m_acnn.o: In percentage of shudents vho




Greater Johnstown School District
Request for School Transfer Form
West Side Elementary School

2008-2009 School Year

Child’s Name:

Grade:

Date of Birth:

, request that my child

(Parent/Guardian Name — Please print)

named above be transferred to the East Side Elementary School.

(Parent/Guardian Signature) (Date)

- Form must be completed by October 24, 2008 and returned to:

West Side Elementary School
Mr. Beatty

196 Westgate Drive
Johnstown, PA 15905




